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26 April 2018 
 
Dear Lewis, 
 
SCOTLAND’S CANCER STRATEGY- BEATING CANCER: AMBITION AND ACTION 
 
I am writing to update you on the progress made to date on all of the 54 actions involved in 
delivering the Scottish Government cancer strategy ‘Beating Cancer: Ambition and Action’.   
 
The cancer strategy was published in March 2016 alongside a commitment to spend £100 
million over 5 years to improve the prevention, detection, diagnosis, treatment and aftercare 
of those affected by cancer, and with the overarching objectives of; 

 More people surviving cancer for 1, 5 and 10 years  

 Closing the gap in survival rates between Scotland and the best countries in Europe  

 A reduction in cancer health inequalities  

 People with cancer and their families feeling involved in decision making  

 A radical improvement in experience and quality of life, including at the end of life  

 A reduction in the growth in the number of people diagnosed with cancer  

 More equitable access to services and treatment.  
 
Since launch my officials have been working to put in place appropriate mechanisms to 
delivery each action, and to date approximately £39 million has been invested in delivering 
the commitments.  
 
We are only 2 years through the lifetime of the strategy and already 28% of the actions are 
completed, 68% are in progress and only 4% (i.e. 2 actions) are yet to start – a substantial 
achievement.   
 
We will continue to work with all of our stakeholders to ensure that we deliver the 
commitments set out in the strategy.   
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The full report is attached to this letter.   
 

 
 
 

SHONA ROBISON 
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